
 

  

M
e
ss
e
n
g
e
r 

T
h
e
 

S
e
p
t
e
m
b
e
r 
2
0
15

 

Be sure to join us on September 27 in 
the Fellowship Hall to learn more about and 
become involved in the ministries of our 
church.  How are you using your gifts to 
serve others? 

Ministry Fair: 
Gifted for Service 
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Food for Thought 
By Senior Pastor Bill Jones 

The use of apportionments as a vital expression of faithful stewardship is sometimes not clear 
among United Methodist congregations.  I shared last month that our Methodist founder John Wes-
ley envisioned the church as a “connexion,” that is, we are the body of Christ connected together.   
The apostle Paul states in 1 Corinthians 12:12, For just as the body is one and has many members, 
and all the members of the body, though many, are one body, so it is with Christ.  Even though 
United Methodists have more than 7 million lay members and 45,000 clergy members in the United 
States, we are one body.  We are organized in local churches and pastoral charges, districts, annu-
al conferences and episcopal areas, but we are one body.  We have central conferences located 
around the world that include 3 million laypersons and more than 10,000 clergy, but we are one 
body.  We are the body of Christ called United Methodist, people who send missionaries, and our-
selves, into the world, to live as servants for Christ.  We are the body of Christ who minister in 109 
United Methodist schools, colleges and universities, as well as support 13 theological schools to ed-
ucate our pastors.  We are the body of Christ that bear others’ burdens through reaching out in 
times of need and disaster, through agencies such as UMCOR (United Methodist Committee on Re-
lief).  By this connection we do more than any single individual, church, district or annual confer-
ence could ever do by itself.  Every church in the “connection” is apportioned a fair share of its fi-
nancial resources to help The United Methodist Church be in ministry and mission both locally and 
globally.  It is as simple as people coming together, combining our money to accomplish something 
bigger than themselves.  We United Methodists support apportioned and designated funds through 
our connectional gifts. 

The General Conference meets every four years to establish budgets for the denomination’s 
general funds.  These are divided among annual conferences, based on a specific formula.  Each 
annual conference, using its own approved formula, divides these fund requests, along with confer-
ence administrative and benevolence fund requests, among local churches. 

The Virginia Annual Conference has grouped its apportionments into three categories:  (1) Con-
ference Apportionments, (2) Clergy Benefit Apportionments, and (3) General and Jurisdictional Ap-
portionments.  With the exception of Active Clergy Health Benefits, apportionments are calculated 
using the last year of available statistics for each local church (i.e. 2015 apportionments are calcu-
lated using 2013 statistics).  The formula is based on total net paid expenses which are the total 
expenditures of the church minus expenditures for benevolent causes, apportionments, capital im-
provements, and payments on loans and mortgages.  (The number of members on the member-
ship roll of a local church is no longer used as one of the factors in calculating apportionments). 

In the remaining space of this article I begin to interpret the various apportionments that Wil-
liamsburg UMC has in its budget. The first one is Conference Mission & Ministries.  This apportion-
ment connects all churches of the Virginia Conference toward a goal of fruitfulness and multiplica-
tion.  Guided by a focus on leadership development, this apportionment provides a holistic ap-
proach to ministries that seek to minister to people in the Christian faith through existing congrega-
tions, new faith communities, and ministries that reach beyond the local church.  Funding for the 
Mission & Ministries Apportionment includes support for ministries in Virginia and around the world 
that minister to children, youth, and adults, funding for campus ministries, disaster response, pris-
on chaplain ministries, ministries with persons from all walks of life and special and sustaining 
grants of the Common Table (which serves to coordinate and prioritize the ministries and resources 
of the Virginia Conference).  The Virginia Annual Conference Apportionment for 2015 is $3,280,000.    
WUMC’s fair share of this apportionment is $22,181.  Next month we will continue to interpret our 
apportionments as people “connected together” as the body of Christ, seeking to be in mission to-
gether, seeking to be God’s people at home and around the world.  That’s food for thought! 
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Thoughts from Kay 
 

By Associate Pastor Kay Barré 
 

Pencils and backpacks, new clothes and chosen classes — it’s that time of year again.    
Parents will have one last hug with brave-faced kindergarteners, won’t have one last hug 
with embarrassed middle schoolers, and will wipe away a tear as high school and college 
students stride independently out of the house.  Back to school.  In childhood the rhythm of 
summer time off and the rest of the year full of books and learning seems like a pre-
ordained assumption.  But for those of us who are past those years, who have left behind 
the hallowed halls of elementary school and college, there remains a challenge:  When and 
how do we keep learning? 

There has long been consensus that physical exercise is needed to keep our bodies in shape.  If you don’t 
use it, you lose it, is the oft-repeated maxim.  In recent years scientists have become increasingly aware that 
the same holds true of our mental faculties.  Studies have shown that high levels of mental activity are asso-
ciated with decreased risk of age-related dementia.  One study even demonstrated that learning new lan-
guage — even with no previous language ability or study — actually increased the size of students’ cerebral 
cortex.  The lesson is clear: our minds are meant to be used and challenged. 

As a Christian, the impetus for study is even greater.  In the words of theologian Karl Barth, “Prayer with-
out study would be empty.  Study without prayer would be blind.”  Methodists are part of a long tradition 
that values reason, questioning, analysis.  We can approach our theology both critically and enthusiastically.    
From bible study to reading books about the issues of the day from a spiritual perspective, we are called by 
our faith to deepen our understanding of the world.  It’s not just our brains that benefit, but our hearts and 
souls as well. 

So this fall as the kids head back to school, why not join them?  Right here at WUMC there are a variety 
of classes to choose from:  from Pastor Bill’s Wednesday night bible study (focusing right now on humor in 
the bible), to my own Wednesday night class surveying classical spiritual disciplines (including study!), to the 
new Thursday evening Disciple study led by all three pastors.  It’s time to deepen that Sunday School educa-
tion.  

C.S. Lewis wrote, “I believe that many who find that "nothing happens" when 
they sit down, or kneel down, to a book of devotion, would find that the heart sings 
unbidden while they are working their way through a tough bit of theology with a 
pipe in their teeth and a pencil in their hand.”  I’m not sure about the pipe, but the 
rest rings true.  For those of you who already love to grow in your faith through 
study, happy back to school.  For those who haven’t tried it yet, sign up for a class 
this fall.  You don’t even have to buy a new backpack.   

Do you have an article for the Newsletter? 
 

If you would like to submit an article for publication in the Messenger, the deadline 
for submittals is the 15th of the month.  Articles submitted should be typed or neatly 
printed, limited to a 1/2 page in length and are subject to editing for grammar, 

spelling and content.  Please submit by e-mail to Lianne Koch at 
lkoch@williamsburgumc.org.  Questions?  Please e-mail Lianne or call (229-1771). 

mailto:lkoch@williamsburgumc.org
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Williamsburg United Methodist Women 
September 2015 – UMW Circle Meetings 

United Methodist Women 
  

“Flower Power” Garden Tea Party 

Jean Craig Circle – Tuesday, September 1 at 1:30 
p.m. in the Activities Room at Brookdale (formerly 
known as Chambrel).  The program will be about 
Ferrum College which was started with the help of 
United Methodist Women in 1913.  Questions?  Con-
tact Debbie Lewis (253-0628).  
 

Susanna Wesley Circle – Wednesday, September 
2 at 10:00 a.m. in Room 309.  Carolyn Munro will 
talk about Herbert Hoover before he became Presi-
dent and how he helped the Belgian people, partic-
ularly Belgian lace makers. 
 

Clarke/Heritage Circle – Tuesday, September 8 
(note change) at 9:45 a.m. in Room 309.  The 
speaker will be Debra Podish from Hospice House.  
Lunch will follow at a local restaurant. 
 

Carol Scott Circle – Tuesday, September 8 at 
1:00 p.m. in the church den.  Nancy Ward will pre-
sent a program entitled, “A Commanding Compul-
sion”. 

 

Sisters-in-Faith Circle – 
Tuesday, September 8 at 
7:00 p.m. in Room 309.  
The guest speaker will be 
Ann Hardister who will de-
liver a presentation on the 
lives of 17th century wom-
en in the colony of Virginia. 

Olive Casey Circle – Monday, September 14 at 
9:30 a.m. in Room 309 (note date and location 
change).  Helen Casey-Rutland will be our speaker 
and will share her Olive Casey heritage, her faith 
journey, and her current ministry. 
 
Friendship Circle – Monday, September 14 at 
10:30 a.m. in the church den.  Vikki DiToto will up-
date the group on Shepherd’s Fold. 
 

Williamsburg Landing Circle – Tuesday, Sep-
tember 15 at 10:30 a.m. at the 2nd Floor Studio 200, 
Williamsburg Landing Main Building. 

 
 

Important Dates to Remember 
 

Bazaar Collection Days 
Friday, September 11 from 10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. 

Room 303 
 

Friday, September 25 from 10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. 
Room 303 

 

Membership Tea 
Sunday, September 20 from 2:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m. 

Fellowship Hall 
 

WUMW Local Board Meeting 
Monday, September 28 at 7:00 p.m. 

Room 309 

Sunday, September 20 from 2:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m. 
 

All women of the church 
are invited!  You don’t 

have to be a UMW  
member to join us for  

this time of fellowship. 
 

Don’t forget to bring your 
favorite teacup to use. 

Save the 
Date 

 

Prayer and Self-Denial 

October 17 at 10:00 a.m. 

The speaker will be  

Vinson Sutlive. 
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2015 UMW Bazaar News 
 

During our summer collection days, we have received many new and exciting donated 
items for our Bazaar that will be on Saturday, November 7, from 8:00 a.m. to 2:00 
p.m.  We have so many new donations, so we are adding several new booths:  bath and 
closet, sports equipment, and outdoor activities. Of course, we will still have many familiar 
favorites for the shopping pleasure of our church family, friends, and the community. 

Our next collection day is September 11, with subsequent days on September 25, Oc-
tober 9, and October 23.  Donated items are to be brought to Room 303 on the second 
floor in the education wing between the hours of 10:00 a.m. and 2:00 p.m.  Please do 
not bring items to the church on days other than the specified collection days. 

We are not accepting linens, computer equipment, VHS movies, electronic 
equipment, encyclopedias, luggage, or clothing.   

We are accepting items such as books, CDs, jewelry, purses, scarves, kitchen dishes 
and equipment, china, crystal, Christmas decor, lamps, pictures, artwork, unused candles, 
floral arrangements, and games, just to name a few.  Furniture will be accepted at a later 
date.   

Please be sure the items you bring are in good, clean condition to be resold. 

Now is a good time to begin thinking about what you will bake for our bakery booth, 
renamed “The Bake Shoppe.” 

Proceeds from the Bazaar will go to both local and global missions. 
 

Questions?  Contact Bonnie Knizatko (253-0992). 

UMW Book Club 
 

Save the Date!!  The UMW Book Club 
will resume meeting on Monday, Sep-
tember 14, at the home of Linda Upshaw, 
101 Mathew’s Grant in Kingsmill, at 7:00 p.m.   

Please read a book of your choice from 
the 2011-2015 reading lists and come pre-
pared to share about the book(s) that you’ve 
read. We’ll be choosing the books for the re-
mainder of the fall at that meeting.  All are 
welcome, and September is a great time to 
join the book club!   

If you have 
any questions, 
please call me 
(258-0617).  

 

Happy reading! 

Carol Brinkley  

Bread for the World  
 

Now is your chance to make a difference.  One in five 
children in our country live at risk for hunger and one in 
five children live in poverty.  On Sunday, September 27 
during the Ministry Fair, the UMW Social Action Committee 
invites everyone to stop at our table and sign letters to 
our elected representatives to renew child nutrition pro-
grams.  These programs include school meals, summer 
feeding programs and the WIC program providing nutri-
tion for pregnant mothers and their small children.   

Personalized letters to our senators and representa-
tives show that we care about this important issue of hun-
ger.   

Thanks to the efforts of the leadership of Bread for 
the World and efforts of church-
es such as WUMC, millions of 
children have access to the 
meals they need to thrive.  By 
signing letters on September 27, 
we urge our elected representa-
tives to keep children’s health 
and nutrition a top priority.   
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Breakfast 

The next breakfast meeting 
of the United Methodist Men will 
be Saturday, September 5, at 

8:00 a.m. in 
F e l l o w s h i p 

Hall.   

The cost 
is $5.00. 

The Silver Saints (Fifty-plus) will meet on Wednesday, September 9 at noon for a 
picnic at New Quarter Park (Shelter #1).  Please bring a dish to share and $2 to cover 
the cost of the hamburgers and drinks.  Non-perishable food donations will be collect-
ed for FISH.  All are welcome!!   

Please let Loretta & Art Heezen, (565-2518) or lheezen@verizon.net,  know if 
you plan to attend or if you have questions.   

Online Giving! 
Williamsburg United Methodist Church is excited to announce that you can now manage your giving 

online!  Giving online is easy and allows you to give a one-time gift or set up recurring gifts from anywhere 
you have access to the internet.  These gifts can be made by using a credit card, debit card or transfer from 
your bank account.   

To sign up, simply follow these easy steps: 

1. Visit the church web site at www.williamsburgumc.org. 

2. Click on “Make Donation Now”. 

3. Follow the onscreen instructions to create an online profile and then 
to make your contribution. 

4. Once you have completed your online profile, please email Joe 
Meadows jmeadows@williamsburgumc.org or Jane Hunley jhunley@williamsburgumc.org 
to let us know that you have established an online account. 

Annual Spaghetti Dinner 
 

Friday, October 16 from 5:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.  
in Fellowship Hall 

 

The United Methodist Men will be selling tickets for the Spaghetti 
Dinner following the 8:15 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. services on September 
27, October 4 and 11.  Adult tickets are $10.00 each and children 
under 12 are free.  Plan to join us for a ter-
rific meal and an opportunity to fellowship with  
friends.  Proceeds go to support the Harbour 
Scholarship Fund.   

Questions?  Call John Tressler (259-1193). 

mailto:lheezen@verizon.net
http://www.williamsburgumc.org
mailto:jmeadows@williamsburgumc.org
mailto:jhunley@williamsburgumc.org
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Wednesday, October 7 
 

Respite Open 
House  

(10:30 a.m. — 11:15 a.m.) 
 

& 
 

Respite Benefit 
Luncheon **  

(11:30 a.m. — 1:00 p.m.) 
 
 

** Lunch tickets on sale now for $18/person 
(includes Carrabba’s catered Chicken Marsala meal 

plus entertainment by Trish Kline on piano) 
 
 
 
 
 

Entire ticket price will support Respite,  
Carrabba’s donating all food in 2015!   

 
Only 230 tickets available.  

Purchase tickets from Respite board members,  
Carolyn Yowell, or the church office. 

 
If 8-10 tickets are purchased, a table can be  

reserved for your group. 
   
 

Come early and visit our Open House to see what 
Respite is really all about!  

A Letter to the  
Congregation of WUMC 

 

Dear Members, Friends and Guests of WUMC, 

We have just transitioned through a BIG change in 
our worship experience . . . the refurbishment of our 
sanctuary. 

We would be remiss if we did not first say “Thank 
You” to Bud Voorhess and his entire committee for 
their planning and management of the sanctuary ren-
ovation.  The entire staff including Pastors Bill, Kay, 
and Helen, the Education and Youth staff, Cindy and 
Andy, and our custodial staff, William and Lionel, 
worked diligently to design and implement the set up 
in the Fellowship Hall for our interim services.  With a 
few early alterations, the entire three months went 
exceptionally well.   

As we have now transitioned back to the sanctu-
ary, thank you to all the volunteers who helped 
ready the sanctuary for our services. 

During these last three months, we have heard so 
many comments about how pleasant it was to meet in 
the Fellowship Hall.  To enumerate a few of these 
comments:  

Worshippers are so much more talkative and 
friendly. 

People sit in different places and meet new 
people. 

It is good not to have to get my glasses out to 
sing the hymns and read the scripture. 

It seems cozier . . . we are sitting closer! 

There is a great spirit among us. 

“Church”, as Pastor Bill would say, this can all con-
tinue as we return to the sanctuary.  Please continue 
to be talkative and friendly.  Do sit in different places 
and meet new people.  Keep that feeling and spirit 
among us.  Hold onto all that was good about our Fel-
lowship Hall experience as we move forward into our 
new worship space.  

Our sincere 
thanks to all who 
have supported and 
made this time of 
transition a pleas-
ant experience for 
all. 

Blessings, 
The Worship Committee 
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News from our Missionaries  

in Sierra Leone . . .  
Yes, the Robinsons are back in Sierra Leone.  Kip returned in April and Nancy 

in July.  Nancy resumed her commitment to the Board of Global Missions.  Due to 
retirement age restrictions, Kip ended his service with Global Ministries in August; 
however, he continues his mission service.  Now serving under the authority of the 
Sierra Leone Annual Conference, Kip will continue as the Conference engineer and 
coordinator of mission teams coming to Sierra Leone.  In this way Nancy and Kip 
can continue mission service together.   

Nancy’s emails and newsletters remind us that Ebola remains a problem in Si-
erra Leone.  Three of the 14 districts still have new cases including Freetown 
where they live.  Road blocks and police checkpoints exist to determine who has a 
fever, and "Ebola buckets" are still in place in front of every commercial establish-
ment (chlorine and water mixture to wash your hands).  UMC clinics are not fully 
functional although Global Ministries missionary (and nurse) Beatrice Gbanga and 
nurse Catherine Norman are working diligently to have them in full operation. 

On the first Sunday in August, Nancy and Kip worshipped at Hastings UMC, 
with whom WUMC has a mission relationship.  They were very excited to see the 
progress of the church from a tarp and sticks to a real building and a full house 
with many children and youth.    

Nancy sends greetings to WUMC and sends words of appreciation for our con-
tinuing to serve with them -- in prayer, in relationship and in commonalty of pur-
pose. 

Global Outreach Team 

Worship at Hastings UMC.  
August 2015  

Children at Hastings UMC.  
August 2015  

Your Generosity is Greatly Appreciated 

Here are excerpts from the most recent thank 
you notes addressed to our congregation: 

From All God’s Children 
Camp that received $1,200, 
which will fund 4 children’s 
experiences at the UMC sum-
mer camp for children whose 
parents are incarcerated:  

“Thank you so much for your generous donation to 
All God’s Children Camp.  This helps send children 
to camp where they experience the love of Jesus.  
We appreciate your continued support for this awe-
some ministry.”  

On behalf of the Erase the Need Center that re-
ceived $1,000, Dr. Steven Constantino, Superinten-
dent of Williamsburg-James City County Public 
Schools writes, “Your thoughtful support of the edu-

cation program and our students is very much ap-
preciated by WJCC Public Schools.”  Erase the Need 
provides week-end backpacks of food to homeless 
students and holds a weekly food distribution for 
homeless families. 

From Williamsburg Area Faith in 
Action, whose motto is “Helping 
Seniors Stay at Home”, recipients of 
$1,500:  “It is only with the help of 
partners like you that we are able 
to help seniors and adults with a 
chronic illness or physical disability 
in our community.  We help proudly 
independent people by offering 
them help with the small things that make a big dif-
ference.” 

Local Outreach Team 
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Greater Williamsburg 
Outreach Mission 

(GWOM) 
announces the Harbor 

 

The Harbor, set to open in October, is a project 
of the Greater Williamsburg Outreach Mission 
(GWOM), a coalition of 22 local faith groups of 
which WUMC is a charter member. 

The Harbor is a drop-in/day center to provide 
the area homeless with a place of temporary respite 
and an opportunity to receive a shower and a warm 
midday meal. The Harbor will provide access to 
computers, stations to charge cell phones and flash-
lights, and a secure place to store belongings. 

The Harbor will be co-located at the St. Bede 
Outreach Center on Harrison Street. The Outreach 
Center currently serves as a no barrier Homeless 
Entry Point, providing coordinated intake and as-
sessment and compassionate human services to all 
people. The Outreach Center serves as an ideal lo-
cation because of its proximity to the transportation 
center. Our area homeless neighbors know this to 
be a welcoming place to receive services thus 
providing the Harbor access to an often-reclusive 
population. 

The Harbor will utilize the Outreach Center food 
pantry, stock of hygiene kits, and personal care 
items such as socks and underwear. We at WUMC 
are encouraged to have occasional drives to restock 
supplies and support our partnership of service. 

The Harbor will operate four days a week from 
10:00 a.m. — 2:00 p.m. and will be staffed by vol-
unteers drawn from GWOM 
member faith groups. Five vol-
unteers are needed every day 
to do check-in, manage show-
ers, provide meals, and visit 
with the guests. The Harbor 
will be hiring a Coordinator 
who will be charged with the 
scheduling and training of vol-
unteers, observing safety protocols, and serving as 
community liaison.  

If you are interested in serving as a volunteer or 
in applying to be Coordinator, please contact Carl 
Gerhold (229-5679) or cgerhold60@gmail.com. 

"Pull yourself together!"  
You've heard it a million times.  
But things just aren't coming to-
gether.  You're still hurting.  You 
need someone to listen to you and 
to care for you without judging or 
pushing you to get better.  A Ste-
phen Minister can be this person 
for you.  Talk to one of our pastors 
about receiving a Stephen Minister. 

School Supply  
Reminder 

Public schools welcome students for the 2015-
2016 school year on September 8.  We are in the 
last days of our school supply drive.  We will deliver 
backpacks of supplies to the children of Highland 
Park and to Head Start and local schools the first 
week of this month.   

If you haven’t contributed your supplies yet, 
here are the items we need most at this point: 

 

Black or blue ballpoint pens 

Colored pencils 

Black dry erase markers 

Dividers 

2” & 3” binders 

4 gigabyte flash drives 

Boxes of tissues 
 

Items can be placed in the designated collection 
bins in the closet off the church atrium.  Thanks for 
all the supplies that have already been donated.  

Local Outreach Team 

mailto:cgerhold60@gmail.com
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Senior Pastor’s Bible Study 
Holy Laughter: Prelude to a Happy Heart 

 

Meets in Fellowship Hall Wednesday evenings from 7:00 p.m. – 8:30 p.m. & 
Thursday mornings from 10:30 a.m. – 11:30 a.m., beginning September 9 and 10. 

 

Joy, humor and laughter are virtues that are at the heart of a healthy spiritual life and a healthy life in 
general.  When we lose sight of this serious truth, we cease to live life fully.  Proverbs 17:22 says “A cheerful 
disposition is good for your health; gloom and doom leave you bone-tired” (from The 
Message).  In the Bible the writer of Genesis uses laughter in telling the story of 
Abraham and Sarah (“the mother of all laughter”).  The book of Jonah, a whale of a 
tale, is structured like a joke.  In the Gospels, God pulled the biggest joke of all on 
Satan by raising Christ from the dead.  St. Paul refers to Christians as “fools for 
Christ.”  The Protestant theologian Karl Barth said, “Laughter is the closest thing to 
God’s grace.”  In this study we will explore the place of laughter in the Bible and the 
Christian life.  

Spiritual Celebration:   
 

A 13 Week Class Exploring the Traditional Spiritual Disciplines 
 

Meets Wednesday evenings from 7:00 p.m. – 8:30 p.m., beginning September 16 
 

"Superficiality is the curse of our age . . .  The desperate need today is not for a greater 
number of intelligent people, or gifted people, but for deep people.”  So begins Richard Fos-

ter's classic book, Celebration of Discipline, hailed by many as the best modern book on Christian spirituali-
ty.  Using Foster’s book, this class will explore 12 classical spiritual practices and show how each of these are-
as contribute to a balanced spiritual life.  The inward Disciplines of meditation, prayer, fasting, and study, of-
fer avenues of personal examination and change.  The outward Disciplines of simplicity, solitude, submission, 
and service, help prepare us to make the world a better place.  The corporate Disciplines of confession, wor-
ship, guidance, and celebration, bring us nearer to one another and to God.  Join Pastor Kay for this 13 week 
journey as we grow towards God, wholeness and one another. 

Please email Pastor Kay at kbarre@williamsburgumc.org or call the church office (229-1771) to sign 
up.   

Help support the Carolina Honduras Health Foundation by cleaning out your old files.  The April 2016 mis-
sion team will be hosting a Shredding Event Saturday, September 26 from 9:00 a.m. – noon at the 
circle in front of the Church.  Suggested donation:  $10.00 per bag. 

Save the Date! 

Shredding services provided by Eggleston  

Empowering People ~ Changing Lives 

mailto:kbarre@williamsburgumc.org


 

11 

Sexuality and the UMC 
 

During February and March of this year, Williamsburg United Methodist Church (WUMC) held a five-
week conversation about Sexuality and the UMC, focusing mostly on how the church as a whole and 
Christians in general understand homosexuality and its relationship to faith.  In June, the Virginia Annual 
Conference also took up the issue, as it does nearly every year.  In the spring of 2016, as it has for more 
than 40 years, the General Conference of the UMC will consider whether to maintain or change the cur-
rent language in the Discipline** concerning homosexuality.  

During our Lenten discussions, participants received information about resources to consult for further 
study or information.  Included was information about groups within the UMC reflecting the wide variety 
of perspectives within the church and advocating for a wide range of positions (see our church website:  
http://www.williamsburgumc.org/#/be-connected/sexuality-the-umc).  A number of persons 
within the congregation have continued to ask questions, raise concerns, and seek further study.  Some 
have considered submitting petitions directly to the General Conference.  

If you want to learn more, feel free to talk with one of our pastors and to consult the following: 
 

In the WUMC library: 

Finding Our Way: Love and Law in The United Methodist Church 
edited by Rueben P. Job and Neil M. Alexander 

Authored by a group of United Methodist Bishops, this resource outlines the challenges and possible 
directions for the UMC as we seek to faithfully address issues of sexuality and particularly homosexuality. 

 

The Bible's Yes to Same-Sex Marriage: An Evangelical's Change of Heart 
by Mark Achtemeier 

An autobiographical account of a Presbyterian pastor and scholar’s personal journey to a new under-
standing of the Biblical witness about the purposes of marriage and sexuality. This book is an easy-to-
read, conversational, first-person account of an individual’s experience encountering God, neighbor, and 
the Bible in a way he never expected. 

 

Online resources: 

WUMC Church Website: 
http://www.williamsburgumc.org/#/be-connected/sexuality-the-umc 

 

For Bishop Cho’s response to Virginia conference action, go to:   
http://www.vaumc.org/pages/bishop/bishopchopetitionletter. 

 

To learn more and find further resources about the UMC and a variety of social issues,  
including homosexuality, go to: http://www.umc.org/what-we-believe/faqs-social-issues. 
 

Any member of the UMC may submit petitions to the General Conference.  For information, go to:  
http://www.umc.org/who-we-are/instructions-for-submitting-petitions-to-2016-general-conference. 

 

**The Book of Discipline sets forth the plan by which we United Methodists govern our-
selves. It reflects our understanding of the Church and of what is expected of its laity and clergy 
as they seek to be effective witnesses in the world as a part of the whole body of Christ. The 
Discipline includes our church Constitution, our history, our doctrinal standards, and our mis-
sion to make disciples of Jesus Christ, as well as practical processes through which our congre-
gations connect and support each other to reach the world.  

– Cokesbury website 

http://www.williamsburgumc.org/#/be-connected/sexuality-the-umc
http://www.williamsburgumc.org/#/be-connected/sexuality-the-umc
http://www.vaumc.org/pages/bishop/bishopchopetitionletter
http://www.umc.org/what-we-believe/faqs-social-issues
http://www.umc.org/who-we-are/instructions-for-submitting-petitions-to-2016-general-conference
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(Youth) Mission Accomplished 
 

Phew!  We made it, all the way to Millersville, MD and Winchester, VA and we 
didn’t lose a single student!  Nor did anyone lose any fingers, toes or anything 
else, though I think most of us did manage to lose out on quite a bit of sleep . . .  
I call that two successful mission trips.  

Now, that might seem quite a shallow approach, but for each and every trip 
away I lead, the first goal is safety — get everyone there and back again in one 
piece, in an atmosphere where people are welcomed, relaxed and able to enjoy 
themselves.  Out of that comes then the mission, the serving, the repair work the 

conversations, the growth moments, the challenges, the reflection, the silence, the craziness, the worship, 
the prayerfulness, the questioning and so much more that make a mission trip a real success.  

A few words in the Newsletter simply can’t do justice to the two trips this year, so if you’d like to hear 
more about what went on please come along to church on Sunday, September 27 for a feedback evening of 
food, fun and fotographs (yeah, I know, but in true sermon style I’ve gone for three “F”s . . .)  You’ll also get 
a chance to find out who the Lego JP figure is . . . 

Lastly, let me say a huge thank you to everyone who supported these trips, whether with a financial con-
tribution, prayer, donations of tools or in any other way, but most of all to Bill Herman, Jennifer Anderson, 
Judy Alexander and Laura Beach who all gave up a week to be community with 
our teenagers on these trips and who, like me, grew with and learned from 
each and every student we travelled to Work Camp and Jeremiah Project with.  

Now then, on to next year . . .  Where will we go?  When?  Find out on 
September 27! 

Grace and peace to you from a tired but satisfied place, 

Andy Glascott, WUMC Youth Director 

Please join us in welcoming into the world 

It’s A !! 

Jeilani Faith Zacharias 

Evelyn Ann Reynolds 

Steven Charles Lawrence 

Meredith Rose Murphy 

Braxton Robert Sprenkle  

Welcome & Happy Birthday to all those born within the last few months!  

Born April 19, 2015 to Sam & Heather Sprenkle. 

Born July 12, 2015 to Jacob Zacharias &  
Brittany O’Guinn.  Granddaughter of Juli Zacharias. 

Born July 17, 2015 to Micah & Jessica Reynolds. 
Granddaughter of Nancy Reynolds 

Born July28, 2015 to Nick & Kara Lawrence. 
Nephew of Lianne Koch. 

Born August 5, 2015 to David & Kristin Murphy. 
Granddaughter of Cindy Banek. 

Emery James Meadows 
Born April 10, 2015 to Michael & Erin Meadows. 

Grandson of Joe Meadows. 
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Early Childhood Music School News 
 

Children singing, dancing and playing instruments; parents singing, laughing, 
chatting and playing musically with their children; adult keyboard students enjoying 
recreational piano playing and interacting with new friends.  Those are the sounds 
that bring us joy Monday through Thursday, starting September 8.   

Each fall the ECMS faculty and board look forward to the return of some 450 
students.  Through Elliot’s Song (formerly Project Outreach), we serve another 375 children at six locations in 
greater Williamsburg.  We have spent the summer preparing classrooms and materials, participating in con-
tinued education courses, studying lesson plans, enrolling students, and 
making — and paying for — capital improvements that benefit not only 
ECMS, but all who use the building.   

We wish to thank our favorite “fix-it guys” Ken Lewis, Dick Bennett 
and Carl Freeman for many hours of repairing, installing, replacing, 
painting and updating the facility.    

We hope you will take the time to visit a class or two and see what 
ECMS is all about.  You are guaranteed to smile.  

You are also invited to visit our new website where you will find the weekly class schedule (and much 
more):  http://ecms.williamsburgumc.org. 

The Children of VBS 
Helping Others! 

 

During our annual Vacation Bible School this 
summer, the children  raised over $600 to purchase 
camping supplies for the children attending “All 
God’s Children Camp” at Westview-on-the-
James.  On August 8, John and Bev Tressler 
brought the supplies to camp and set up 20 bunks: 

“On behalf of Cabins 8 and 11 a big thank you 
to all who contributed to the VBS fundraiser to pro-

vide sheets, towels, blan-
kets, etc. for All God's 
Children Camp.  It was 
our pleasure to represent 
WUMC and deliver the 
supplies and set up the 
beds for these young 
campers.”  — Beverly and 
John Tressler 

And we thank the 
Tresslers for representing 
us so well! 

Messy Church  
Update 

 

Our next Messy church will be on Tuesday, 
September 8 from 5:30 p.m. – 7:30 p.m. and 
our theme is “Communion”.  September 8 is also 
the first day of public school, so what better way to 
spend the evening after a hectic day than enjoying 
dinner and fun activities at Messy Church!  Make 
your plans now to attend with your family and 

friends or come as a 
volunteer.  We contin-
ue to spread the Good 
News of Jesus Christ 
through hospitality cre-
ativity, and celebra-
tion!  
  

Questions?  Contact Cindy Banek 
cbanek@williamsburgumc.org. 

http://ecms.williamsburgumc.org
mailto:cbanek@williamsburgumc.org
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New in our church library is former pastor 
Kirk Mariner’s latest book, SLAVE AND FREE 
ON VIRGINIA’S EASTERN SHORE, an ex-
amination of his native Eastern Shore during 
the last age of slavery between the American 
Revolution and the Civil War.  As Kirk 
notes,  “in an area where few were rich and 
making a living from their small farms and the 
surrounding waters difficult, rich and poor, 
black and white, slave and free lived and 
worked in close proximity and racial segrega-
tion like that of the twentieth century was yet 
unknown.  Where many studies of this age of 
slavery view this ‘ugliest of topics’ from the 
top down, relying on state law and state-level 
resources, this book focuses on the local lev-
el, viewing the period from the bottom up — 
a vantage point that yields findings that will 
challenge many of the popular and scholarly 
generalizations about antebellum slav-
ery.”  Solidly researched and readable by all, 
you’ll find this book on display in the library 
foyer. 

New for our children are:  KNUFFLE 
BUNNY, a true-to-life tale about what hap-
pens when Daddy’s in charge; SKIPPYJON 
JONES, the wild and funny adventures of no 
ordinary kitten; and MATTHEW ABC, a most 
unusual alphabet book about a class in which 
the first name of all the students is Matthew 
and their last names . . . well, you’ll have to 
check out the book to see.  Our thanks to the 
Urban family for their thoughtful donation of 
these beautiful books.  Also featured for our 
children as they head back to school are 
LOOK OUT KINDERGARTEN, MIND 
YOUR MANNERS IN SCHOOL, HOW 
ROCKET LEARNED TO READ, and THE 
SANDWICH SWAP. 

  

“Children are 
made readers 
on the laps of 
their parents.”   

— Emilie  
Buchwald 

Library News More About Hospice House 
As part of our care for families and individuals facing 

life-limiting conditions, WUMC continues this month to 
provide information about our local Hospice House.  As a 
way of living their faith and loving their neighbor, several 
persons in our congregation volunteer with Hospice 
House.  A number of our church families have also bene-
fitted from the services Hospice House volunteers provide.  
Below is a brief introduction to the volunteer program at 
Hospice House.  For more information, contact Rev. Helen 
Casey-Rutland hcasey-rutland@williamsburgumc.org 
or (229-1771) or Debra Maviglia Podish whose contact 
information is at the end of the article. 

Who are Hospice House Volunteers? 

Listening in love and choosing to walk alongside those 
who suffer is one of the greatest gifts that we can give to 
others and is what defines the mission of Hospice House 
and the role of our volunteers.  The physical and emotion-
al strain faced by individuals and families coping with a 
devastating diagnosis or prognosis can be overwhelming.  
Hospice House and Support Care of Williamsburg seeks to 
ensure that no one need face such circumstances alone.  

Our Patient Volunteers are members of our community 
who have chosen to take on the role of companioning with 
individuals and families who are facing life limiting or ter-
minal illness.  These volunteers have undergone a back-
ground check and extensive training and mentoring to 
equip and prepare them for service to others in this ca-
pacity.  Some have professional nursing experience, and 
many have themselves cared for a seriously ill or loved 
one.  Most importantly, they offer the gift of themselves to 
help lighten the burdens carried by those beside whom 
they have chosen to walk.  

A volunteer is introduced to each home-patient family, 
and ideally shares common interests and experiences.  
One of the most important services the volunteer can pro-
vide is time out for the caregiver.  If a patient is too ill or 
tired for company, the volunteer will bring a book or nee-
dlework to pass the time.  At first she or he may simply 
bring supplies or run an occasional errand, but the volun-
teer will be prepared to respond to changing needs.  

If you or someone you know is coping with the physi-
cal and emotional toll of a serious or terminal illness, 
please contact Debra Maviglia Podish, Director of Patient 
& Family Volunteer Services (253-1220) and find out how 
our volunteers can help.  

mailto:hcasey-rutland@williamsburgumc.org
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Condolences   
 

Our thoughts and prayers  
go out to the families of 
those who have passed 
away during the month 

of August: 

Frank Stevenson 

given to Respite Care in memory of  
Emily Marchi Crinklaw from 

given in memory of Aimee Jones Egger from 

Memorial Giving  

 Matt Egger 

 Mr. & Mrs. James R. Bowers 

 Mr. & Mrs. Rob Caples 

 Mr. & Mrs. Dick Barron 

 Mr. & Mrs. Allen Turnbull 

 Ms. Nancy Brooks 

 Ms. Donna Crinklaw 

 Ms. Shirley Roby 

 Dr. & Mrs. Jerry Kiser 

 Emily Crinklaw-Bunch 

 Mr. Douglas Crinklaw, Jr. 

 Ms. Mary Ann Markus 

 The ITRT Team  c/o Tina Manglicmot 

 Mr. Douglas Crinklaw 

You are Invited 
 

Open House at Hospice House 
 

September 22 from 4:00 p.m. — 6:00 p.m. 
 

A perfect opportunity to see and learn more  
about Hospice House. 

 

Hospice House & Support Care of Williamsburg 
4445 Powhatan Parkway 
Williamsburg, VA  23188 

253-1220  
www.williamsburghospice.org 

God Always 
Hears Our Prayers 

 

Isaiah 43:1 tells us that, “But now the Lord who 
created you, O Israel, says, don’t be afraid, for I have 
ransomed you; I have called you by name; you are 
mine.” 

Summer is fast getting away and the fall season 
usually brings more activity.  It is so easy to get caught 
up in the busyness and activity that we put our prayer 
time on the back burner or forget it all together.  When 
events start to whirl around you and things become a 
blur just whisper a prayer in recognition that God is still 
with you.  Without interrupting your activity you can 
find strength and peace through praying.  Later you 
can talk to God in a more thoughtful 
manner. 

Accept each day just as it is.  
Don’t waste your time and ener-
gy wishing circumstances were 
different.  Trust God enough to 
yield to his design and purposes.  
Always remember nothing can 
separate you from God. 

Idea from “Jesus Calling” 
by Sarah Young 

 

For more information about our Prayer Ministry,  
contact Cindy Banek (229-1771) or 
cbanek@williamsburgumc.org. 

given to Respite Care in memory of  
Marian Hoyle from 

 Mr. & Mrs. Charles Johnson 

given in memory of Fred Wright Mayfield from 

 Mr. & Mrs. Basil Gray 

given to Respite Care in memory of  
Fred Wright Mayfield  from 

 Mr. & Mrs. Frank Gross 

http://www.williamsburghospice.org/
mailto:cbanek@williamsburgumc.org
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

DISCIPLE 
Consider an opportunity to study the Bible from Creation to the New Jerusalem. 

 

BECOMING DISCIPLES THROUGH BIBLE STUDY 

 A 34-week study of the whole Bible. 

 A study requiring daily reading of portions of Scripture 

 A study featuring group discussion each week based on careful preparation 

 A study drawing on the work of scholars to aid the group's understanding of 

the Bible 

 A study calling on persons to submit themselves to examination by God's Word, to put themselves 

under the power of God's Word, and to be changed by God's Word 

Orientation will be September 10 from 6:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m. and study materials will be 
available.  This study will begin on September 17 and meet every Thursday night from 6:30 p.m. 
- 8:30 p.m.  Course leaders are Rev. Bill Jones, Rev. Kay Barré  and Rev. Helen Casey-Rutland.  Consider 
this opportunity to read and study the Bible with a small, committed group and be challenged in your Chris-
tian discipleship.  

To register, visit our website  

http://www.williamsburgumc.org/#/upcoming-events/disciple-bible-study   

or contact the church office 229-1771.  If you are interested in DISCIPLE I, but cannot attend on Thursday,  

contact Cindy Banek cbanek@williamsburgumc.org or 229-1771. 

http://www.williamsburgumc.org/#/upcoming-events/disciple-bible-study
mailto:cbanek@williamsburgumc.org

